ON ENGLISH HISTORY                   265

how wonderfully the Prince Consort had contrived at the
same time to become a thorough Briton and to remain a
thorough German/'l

(c) " The Foreign Ministry continued for a long time to
send the British Cabinet unrequited professions of affection,
especially since Billow had stepped into the office of Count
Maltzan, who had been smitten with an incurable disease
after only a few months. As Minister, Biilow remained what
he had been as Ambassador, such an unreserved admirer of
England that Stockmar contentedly declared him to be
the most capable of all the Prussian diplomats. On receiving
the intelligence of the new Asiatic successes of the English, he
expressed the congratulations of his Court through Bunsen,
and added, in the fervour of his own enthusiasm : ' Bound
to Great Britain by the ties of a long alliance and of a deep
and enduring friendship, we are accustomed to look upon
everything which promotes the glory and well-being of the
British Empire, almost as if it had happened to ourselves/ 2
With such disinterestedness did these sentimental politicians,
in the honoured name of the German State, assume a part
of the responsibility for England's shameful opium war!
Certainly, Berlin was badly informed with regard to oriental
affairs, since Bunsen believed everything that his British
friends told him, and sent home indignant reports that his
dear England had been shamefully calumniated in the matter
of the opium trade.3

" It was impossible that this Anglomania, which after
all only represented the personal sentiments of the King
and his intimates, could continue very long. There was
absolutely no motive for a political alliance of the two
Powers; even their economic interests lay at this moment
in widely different directions. No sooner did Prussia raise
her duties a little than Peel expressed deep indignation, as
if the rights of England, whose own duties stood far higher,

1 Geschichte, v. pp. 129-31.

2 Billow, Instruction to Bunsen, November 5, 1842.
3 Bunsen's Report, December 10, 1842.